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Sec. 
(e) Connections of single phase loads. 
(f) Circuit breakers; markings. 
(g) Trailing cables for medium voltage 

circuits; guidelines for construc-
tion. 

870. Trolley wires and trolley feeder wires. 
(a) Intervals for cutoff switches. 
(b) Overcurrent protection devices. 
(c) Location of wires. 
(d) Adequate insulation and guard de-

vices; promulgation of safety guide-
lines. 

871. Fire protection. 
(a) Firefighting equipment; promulgation 

of minimum requirements for equip-
ment; existing requirements; exami-
nations after blasting. 

(b) Underground storage areas for lubri-
cating oils and greases; construc-
tion; exceptions. 

(c) Housing of underground structures, 
stations, shops, and pumps; con-
struction; ventilation. 

(d) Use of arc or flame in underground 
mines; fireproof enclosures; oper-
ations outside fireproof enclosures; 
procedures; standards. 

(e) Installation of fire suppression de-
vices on unattended underground 
equipment; flame-resistant hydrau-
lic fluids. 

(f) Deluge-type water sprays at main and 
secondary drives. 

(g) Installation of slippage and sequence 
switches on belt conveyors; fire sup-
pression devices on belt 
haulageways. 

(h) Flame-resistant conveyor belt. 
872. Maps. 

(a) Fireproof repository; contents; cer-
tification. 

(b) Availability for inspection; confiden-
tial copies. 

(c) Notification of mine closures; filing of 
revised and supplemental map; cer-
tification. 

873. Blasting and explosives. 
(a) Limitations on storage and use of 

black powder and mudcaps. 
(b) Storage of explosives and detonators; 

mudcaps in anthracite mines; re-
strictions; tests. 

(c) Permissible explosives, detonators, 
and devices; firing; stem boreholes; 
nonpermissible explosives; com-
pressed air blasting. 

(d) Container construction for carrying 
explosives or detonators in under-
ground mines. 

(e) Transportation of explosives or deto-
nators in underground mines. 

(f) Storage of explosives and detonators 
in working sections of underground 
mines; containers; locations. 

(g) Location of explosive and detonator 
containers in working places of un-
derground mines. 

874. Hoisting and mantrips. 
(a) Transporting of persons; required 

equipment and capabilities; safety 
catches; daily examinations; opera-
tors. 

(b) Promulgation of other safeguards. 
(c) Rated capacities; indicator for posi-

tion of cage. 
(d) Methods for signaling between shaft 

stations and hoist rooms. 
(e) Braking equipment for haulage cars 

used in underground mines. 

Sec. 
(f) Automatic couplers for haulage 

equipment. 
875. Emergency shelters; construction; contents; 

implementation plans. 
876. Communication facilities; locations. 
877. General safety provisions. 

(a) Location of oil and gas wells; estab-
lishment and maintenance of bar-
riers; minimum requisites; excep-
tions. 

(b) Boreholes in advance of work face; 
distance in advance of work face; 
distance between boreholes. 

(c) Prohibition against smoking; imple-
mentation programs. 

(d) Portable electric lamps; exceptions. 
(e) Promulgation of lighting standards. 
(f) Escapeways; ventilation; mainte-

nance; tests of passageways; protec-
tion of entrance; connection be-
tween mine openings. 

(g) Erection of fireproof structures; prior 
existing structures; fire doors; 
monthly tests; records; availability. 

(h) Prevention of accumulations of coal 
dust and methane gas; surface coal- 
handling facilities; air-intake open-
ings. 

(i) Training programs. 
(j) Electric face equipment; installation 

of canopies. 
(k) Mine entrances; sealing; prevention of 

entry by unauthorized personnel. 
(l) Facilities for changing and storing 

clothes; toilet and bathing facili-
ties. 

(m) Emergency medical assistance prep-
arations; locations for medical 
equipment; filing of implementa-
tion plans. 

(n) Self-rescue device; training of per-
sonnel. 

(o) Methods of eliminating oxygen defi-
ciencies. 

(p) Identification check system; records. 
(q) Installation of devices to prevent and 

suppress ignition on electric cutting 
face equipment. 

(r) Tunnelling under water; permits; con-
tents; necessity; safety zones; re-
strictions. 

(s) Drinking water. 
(t) Standards for prevention of explo-

sions from nonmethane gases and 
for testing for accumulations. 

878. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—BLACK LUNG BENEFITS 

PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

901. Congressional findings and declaration of pur-
pose; short title. 

902. Definitions. 
903. Field offices. 
904. Repealed. 

PART B—CLAIMS FOR BENEFITS FILED ON OR BEFORE 
DECEMBER 31, 1973 

921. Regulations and presumptions. 
(a) Promulgation; payment of benefits. 
(b) Promulgation of standards deter-

mining total disability. 
(c) Presumptions. 
(d) Applicability of presumptions. 

922. Payment of benefits. 
(a) Schedules. 
(b) Reduction of benefits. 
(c) Reporting of income. 

923. Filing of notice of claim. 
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Sec. 
(a) Promulgation of regulations; time re-

quirement. 
(b) Utilization of personnel and proce-

dures; evidence required to estab-
lish claim; medical evidence; affida-
vits; autopsy reports; reimburse-
ment of expenses. 

(c) Filing of claim for workmen’s com-
pensation; necessity; exceptions. 

(d) Employment termination and bene-
fits entitlement. 

924. Time for filing claims. 
(a) Claims filed before December 31, 1973. 
(b) Filing of claims after June 30, 1973. 
(c) Effective date of claims. 
(d) Reduction of State benefits. 
(e) Conditions upon payment. 

924a. Repealed. 
925. Procedure for the determination of claims 

during transition period. 

PART C—CLAIMS FOR BENEFITS AFTER DECEMBER 31, 
1973 

931. Benefits under State workmen’s compensa-
tion laws. 

(a) Filing. 
(b) Adequacy of compensation; listing of 

States providing adequate com-
pensation; requisites for listing. 

(c) Publication in the Federal Register; 
review of listings. 

932. Failure to meet workmen’s compensation re-
quirements. 

(a) Benefits; applicability of Longshore 
and Harbor Workers’ Compensation 
Act; promulgation of regulations. 

(b) Liability of operators. 
(c) Persons entitled to benefits. 
(d) Monthly payments; amounts; accrual 

of interest. 
(e) Conditions upon payment. 
(f) Limitation on filing of claims. 
(g) Reduction of monthly benefits. 
(h) Promulgation of regulations. 
(i) Subsequent operators’ liability for 

benefit payments. 
(j) Failure of operators to secure bene-

fits. 
(k) Secretary as party in claim pro-

ceedings. 
(l) Filing of new claims or refiling or re-

validation of claims of miners al-
ready determined eligible at time of 
death. 

932a. Appointment of qualified individuals to hear 
and determine claims for benefits. 

933. Duties of operators in States not qualifying 
under workmen’s compensation laws. 

(a) Securing of benefits for miners; self- 
insurers; mutual companies. 

(b) Required provisions of insurance con-
tracts. 

(c) Cancellation of insurance contracts. 
(d) Penalties for failure to secure pay-

ment of benefits. 
934. ‘‘Fund’’ defined; liability of operators to 

United States for repayments to fund; pro-
cedures applicable; rate of interest. 

934a. Repealed. 
935. Utilization of services of State and local 

agencies. 
936. Regulations and reports. 

(a) Promulgation; applicability of sec-
tion 553 of title 5. 

(b) Annual reports to Congress. 
(c) Compliance with State workmen’s 

compensation laws; conflicts be-
tween State and Federal provisions. 

937. Contracts and grants. 

Sec. 
(a) Construction, purchase, and operation 

of fixed-site and mobile clinical fa-
cilities. 

(b) Research activities. 
(c) Authorization of appropriations. 

938. Miners suffering from pneumoconiosis; dis-
crimination prohibited. 

(a) Mine operators. 
(b) Determination by Secretary; proce-

dure. 
(c) Costs and penalties. 

939. Authorization of appropriations. 
940. Applicability of amendments to part B of this 

subchapter to this part. 
941. Penalty for false statements or representa-

tions. 
942. Miner benefit entitlement reports; penalty 

for failure or refusal to file. 
943. Black lung insurance program. 

(a) Authorization to establish and carry 
out. 

(b) Non-availability of other insurance 
coverage. 

(c) Agreements with coal mine operators; 
reinsurance agreements. 

(d) Terms and conditions of insurability. 
(e) Premium schedule studies and inves-

tigations. 
(f) Regulations relating to premium 

rates. 
(g) Black Lung Compensation Insurance 

Fund. 
(h) Omitted. 
(i) Authorization of appropriations. 

944. Statement of reasons for denial of claim. 
945. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER V—ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

951. Studies and research. 
(a) Appropriate projects. 
(b) Responsibility for carrying out pre-

scribed activities. 
(c) Contracting with and grants to public 

and private agencies; availability of 
information; exceptions. 

(d) Prevention of diseases affecting per-
sons working with mine products. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations. 
(f) Exceptions to mandatory health and 

safety standards for improving 
techniques and equipment. 

(g) Grants for research and development 
of respiratory equipment. 

951a. Health, Safety, and Mining Technology Re-
search program. 

(a) Health, Safety, and Mining Tech-
nology Research Plan. 

(b) Technical amendment. 
952. Training and education. 

(a) Programs for operators, agents, and 
miners. 

(b) Technical assistance to operators. 
(c) National Mine Health and Safety 

Academy. 
953. Assistance to States. 

(a) Development and enforcement of 
health and safety regulations; im-
provement of workmen’s compensa-
tion and occupational disease laws; 
promotion of Federal-State coordi-
nation in mine safety. 

(b) Application for grants; contents. 
(c) Approval by Secretary; notice and 

hearing. 
(d) Review by Court of Appeals; conclu-

siveness of findings of Secretary; 
filing of petition. 

(e) Programs to train State inspectors. 
(f) Cooperation in implementation of 

programs; exchange of reports be-
tween States. 
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Sec. 
(g) Limitation on grants. 
(h) Authorization of appropriations. 

954. Appointment of administrative personnel and 
inspectors; qualifications; training pro-
grams. 

955. State laws. 
956. Applicability of administrative procedure 

provisions. 
957. Promulgation of regulations. 
958. Annual reports to Congress; contents. 
959. Study of coordination of Federal and State 

activities; report. 
960. Limitation on issuance of temporary re-

straining order or preliminary injunction. 
961. Functions transferred under 1977 amend-

ments. 
(a) Transfer of functions to Secretary of 

Labor. 
(b) Existing mandatory standards; review 

by advisory committee; rec-
ommendations. 

(c) Unexpended appropriations; per-
sonnel; property; records; obliga-
tions; commitments; savings provi-
sions; pending proceedings and 
suits. 

(d) ‘‘Function’’ defined. 
(e) Determinations by Director of Office 

of Management and Budget. 
962. Acceptance of contributions and prosecution 

of projects; cooperative programs to pro-
mote health and safety education and train-
ing; recognition and funding of Joseph A. 
Holmes Safety Association; use of funds for 
costs of mine rescue and survival oper-
ations. 

§ 801. Congressional findings and declaration of 
purpose 

Congress declares that— 
(a) the first priority and concern of all in the 

coal or other mining industry must be the 
health and safety of its most precious re-
source—the miner; 

(b) deaths and serious injuries from unsafe 
and unhealthful conditions and practices in 
the coal or other mines cause grief and suf-
fering to the miners and to their families; 

(c) there is an urgent need to provide more 
effective means and measures for improving 
the working conditions and practices in the 
Nation’s coal or other mines in order to pre-
vent death and serious physical harm, and in 
order to prevent occupational diseases origi-
nating in such mines; 

(d) the existence of unsafe and unhealthful 
conditions and practices in the Nation’s coal 
or other mines is a serious impediment to the 
future growth of the coal or other mining in-
dustry and cannot be tolerated; 

(e) the operators of such mines with the as-
sistance of the miners have the primary re-
sponsibility to prevent the existence of such 
conditions and practices in such mines; 

(f) the disruption of production and the loss 
of income to operators and miners as a result 
of coal or other mine accidents or occupation-
ally caused diseases unduly impedes and bur-
dens commerce; and 

(g) it is the purpose of this chapter (1) to es-
tablish interim mandatory health and safety 
standards and to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services and the Secretary 
of Labor to develop and promulgate improved 

mandatory health or safety standards to pro-
tect the health and safety of the Nation’s coal 
or other miners; (2) to require that each oper-
ator of a coal or other mine and every miner 
in such mine comply with such standards; (3) 
to cooperate with, and provide assistance to, 
the States in the development and enforce-
ment of effective State coal or other mine 
health and safety programs; and (4) to improve 
and expand, in cooperation with the States 
and the coal or other mining industry, re-
search and development and training pro-
grams aimed at preventing coal or other mine 
accidents and occupationally caused diseases 
in the industry. 

(Pub. L. 91–173, § 2, Dec. 30, 1969, 83 Stat. 742; Pub. 
L. 95–164, title I, § 102(a), Nov. 9, 1977, 91 Stat. 
1290; Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 1979, 
93 Stat. 695.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in par. (g), was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 91–173, Dec. 30, 1969, 83 
Stat. 742, as amended, known as the Federal Coal Mine 
Health and Safety Act of 1969 which was redesignated 
the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977 by Pub. 
L. 95–164, title I, § 101, Nov. 9, 1977, 91 Stat. 1290. The 
Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977 enacted 
this chapter, amended sections 633 and 636 of Title 15, 
Commerce and Trade, repealed sections 451 to 460 and 
471 to 483 of this title, and enacted provisions set out as 
notes under this section and section 636 of Title 15. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out below and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pars. (a) to (d), (f). Pub. L. 95–164, § 102(a)(1), in-
serted ‘‘or other’’ after ‘‘coal’’ wherever appearing. 

Par. (g). Pub. L. 95–164, § 102(a)(1), (2), inserted ‘‘or 
other’’ after ‘‘coal’’ wherever appearing and substituted 
‘‘Secretary of Labor’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the Interior’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare’’ in par. (g) pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 
96–88 which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, 
Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Section 307 of Pub. L. 95–164 provided that: ‘‘Except as 
otherwise provided, this Act and the amendments made 
by this Act [see Short Title of 1977 Amendment note 
below] shall take effect 120 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Nov. 9, 1977]. The Secretary of Labor 
and the Secretary of the Interior are authorized to es-
tablish such rules and regulations as may be necessary 
for the efficient transfer of functions provided under 
this Act. The amendment to the Federal Coal Mine 
Health and Safety Act of 1969 made by section 202 of 
this Act [amending section 842(e) of this title and re-
pealing subsec. (k) of section 878 of this title] shall be 
effective on the date of enactment [Nov. 9, 1977].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 509 of Pub. L. 91–173 provided that: ‘‘Except to 
the extent an earlier date is specifically provided in 
this Act [see Short Title note below], the provisions of 
titles I and III of this Act [subchapters I and III of this 
chapter] shall become operative ninety days after the 
date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 30, 1969], and the 
provisions of title II of this Act [subchapter II of this 
chapter] shall become operative six months after the 
date of enactment of this Act. The provisions of the 
Federal Coal Mine Safety Act, as amended [section 451 
et seq. of this title], are repealed on the operative date 


